There are different types of investments, why did you choose to invest specifically in handbag collections?

I invest in many things and in real estate and jewelry. I have personal experience of trading on the stock exchange, it is of course a very interesting but separate topic and it needs to live, so I gave it up to specialists to manage. But my main passion, where all my hobbies converged: style, beauty, love of fashion and art - is it collecting rare handbags. I burn with it every day, I understand it at a professional level, I get a buzz and a 1000% synergistic effect. 

The story began at an early age, when my mother took me to a fashion house in St. Petersburg. My head was spinning from the amount of sparkling fabrics, stunning dresses models. Can you imagine this little girl, these huge eyes of admiration! I sewed dresses and bags myself, and created collections for my dolls. So it grew into my profession. I always knew that fashion is my vocation.

I adore bags and believe that this accessory distinguishes a woman, her taste, intellect and, of course, underlines her status.

Plus of course the trophy effect on them, where the market has created a shortage. There is tremendous interest and demand, auctions take place. Can you imagine the level of competition? It certainly motivates and confirms my involvement. In addition, these are not just rare things, they are things with a history, for which there is a serious hunt.

Why do you think this is a promising area for investment?

Exclusive bags are finite! For example, if we talk about Hermès bags like Kelly and Birkin, they are the most luxurious and coveted closet items. I understand the volume of production, the demand for these bags. I also understand where, how and who they can get to, and I also understand the rise in value in this market.

If we look at the statistics, the annual increase in value is measured in double digits - it's a weighty argument!

That is, my collection of exclusive handbags at least grow in value by 15% per year. Yes, such bags at auctions exceed the value of 50,000 euros. For example, the most expensive bag in the world is the Hermès rose gold, which was sold at auction for €2 million.

It should be understood that not all, even exclusive copies, show themselves in this way. On the contrary, unfortunately, many fall in value. 
In my collection there are only precious Hermès and Chanel pieces, but there are also rare Lady Dior, which were made in a special limited edition and with an exclusive design. They belonged to famous people, which means they are things with history.

What risks could there be here?

There are always risks.

They can be with unscrupulous sellers who try to sell fakes; at auctions, there is honest authentication. There are also risks in dealing with resellers. They should be honest, trusted and well-known sellers with impeccable reputations, who do not run after the profits and hide forever in the shadow world.

And of course the most unpleasant thing for all collectors is theft. It happens, of course, unexpectedly and everywhere. It happened to me, too. I had 70 bags stolen from my house. I never reported it publicly. The police just came, took an inventory, made an investigation, but there was no trace. And now, having learned by bitter experience, I keep my collection in special institutions. Of course, it saved me a lot of stress! I sleep a good, sweet sleep.

As a professional, can you please tell me how this market works? How do you choose the right bags to invest in?

As stated earlier, limited edition bags are finite.
Some collect bags based on size, some in a certain leather, some only limited edition, some only those that are icons and that are released in a certain edition.

It is interesting that certain models of bags, be it Hermes or Chanel, are limited edition, but only in one color and size, and even in one color of fittings. That is, seeing your friend today such a beauty in the original seasonal color and shape and wanting it, which was bought in 2015, will lead to the fact that it is unlikely you will find the same. If someone offers you the same color but the date is, say, 2016, that's alas a lie. Seasonal colors are no longer repeatable, so they are sometimes hard to find and impossible to keep up with. 

But on the other hand, these are classics and classic colors. You can't buy them in a boutique. You may ask, "Why?" There's always a waiting list for classics. All the fashionistas are already booked in black, sand and classic brown shades. So the classics are also exclusive.

Chanel menodier in different variations are released specifically for certain collections. It's just a work of art and not just a bag, it's an investment. It is an art object.  These things by Chanel become an object of inspiration for girls, their very circulation is limited. So they only go to the very best, total limited edition! So, as a collector, I prefer limited edition and exclusive bags that have a limited edition and an exclusive design.

What are the peculiarities of buying lots at auctions?

Behind the scenes of a great performance is always a lot of interesting things.
Just recently, the forces of famous collectors clashed at Christie's in London. My target was a Kelly wood - it is a small wooden Kelly 22 cm. I asked for all the detailed photos, if there is a box, original documents, year and all the accessories. All of this is necessary to decide the maximum price of our bids.  The bag was in good condition, but not perfect. There are noticeable but still scratches on the wooden case. I have determined the max for this purse is £100k. But do not forget about the commission auctions, where the tax can be up to 50%!

In the meantime, there I looked at two more lots: Birkin shadow and Birkin croco matte Ebene colore. When the auction starts, we wait with bated breath for our lots. And here is one lot I got on the third bid - it's luck. Then we approach Kelly wood, where there was a real fight. I'm aware of who I have to fight and realize it's time to stop, but the fight gets around me. The purse waves me goodbye for £113,000.

On consolation, my third lot goes to me quickly and confidently. That's nice, too! 
Interesting situations happen. Winning an item from an opponent whose collection also includes an exclusive handbag that we know about and have long wanted, we offer him the exchange. And so all are happy.

Auctions are an interesting place where strong collectors, professionals meet. It's an honor to be part of this community.

What special pieces do you have in your collection?

I don't even know how to single out any of these beauties. I adore them and love each of them in their own way!

Among my bags there are Himalaya in different variations, crocodiles, ostriches, and limited-edition Chanels from different years.

It's such a fireworks display, it's just breathtaking. I become like that girl from the fashion house with the rapturous eyes.

Still, one cute purse gives me a thrill and unforgettable memories. It is a Chanel Doll Shanghai. According to a famous magazine, only 15 pieces were made. What a miracle it was to meet Karl Lagerfeld himself in the boutique on rue Cambon. He recommended it to me. You can imagine the excitement and awe. It's the Maestro himself! It was an experience I'll never forget. It was an event that set me on my path and reinforced my belief in what I am doing.

What specimens are you "hunting" now and why?

I am an insatiable hunter of rarities. In addition, I want to replenish what was stolen. Of course, I want to add to my collection, for example Kelly 25 Hymalay, Birkin 25 Ombré. Also a cherished dream was the Hermès Kelly 28 Golf. It's a very rare piece with a lovely original design. I haven't seen it since 2017. How can I not dream of a museum piece like Grace Kelly's very first handbag, which could be the centerpiece of my future museum. I dream of having my own museum on the Côte d'Azur. But that's a whole other story!
