The power of the United States is based not only on military and economic power. The initial driver for the development and establishment of the United States as a regional, and then world power, were the religious and ideological concept of the “American exceptionalism”. The meaning and content of this idea changed over time, becoming more and more pragmatic, but they are still a serious element of US policy. Effective propaganda of the concepts under consideration among Americans tuned the political and economic system of the United States to accelerate development and achieve advanced positions across the entire spectrum of areas of scientific and technological progress and determined the country's claim to world leadership.
Exceptionalism is one of the basic ideas that shape the mentality of Americans. Usually, this view of citizens of the United States of America is explained by the material and technical triumph that the United States experienced in the twentieth century and the beginning of the twenty-first century.
Nevertheless, the origins of the “American exceptionalism” are much deeper and hardly have any connection with the economy. They lie in religion since America was originally created by English immigrants, who were persecuted in England for the desire to continue the reform of Anglicanism and to profess Protestant fundamentalist movements without restrictions. In a country founded by Protestant sects, religion has always played a significant role, as Tocqueville noted, calling it the most important political institution in the United States[footnoteRef:1]. [1:  Супоницкая И.М. Цивилизация США: контуры истории. – М.: ЛЕНАНД, 2017. С. 27.] 

It was the representatives of these movements, primarily the Puritans, confident in their “exceptionalism”, who formulated the concept of a special “divine” role for the settler communities in North America. This concept has become the matrix of the future American ideology (the ideology of American exceptionalism, which makes the politics of the United States especially irreconcilable at the present stage) and culture. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Further, God's exceptionalism loses its religious colour, becoming much more pragmatic and transforms into exceptionalism, the idea of ​​a special “mission of the people” and “manifest destiny”. The essence of these concepts is the proclamation and spread of freedom and democracy, not only among Americans but also among other nations around the world. Naturally, this is possible only with the actual acceptance of American values, followed by the gradual adoption of an advising ideology.
Americans believe in their exclusivity. John Winthrop wrote 383 years ago that the United States would be “A City upon a Hill”, illuminating the world. Later, the historian Frederick Jackson Turner stated the thesis that the uniqueness of the United States is due to its spirit, developed on the western border. And after the Second World War and during the Cold War, the United States served as a symbol and defender of freedom and democracy for the whole world[footnoteRef:2]. [2:  American Exceptionalism And An «Exceptional» President. 8/31/2010. URL: https://www.forbes.com/2010/08/31/barack-obama-exceptionalism-america-opinions-columnists-mallory-factor.] 

After World War II, the United States of America was the “leader of the free world,” which must defeat and save humanity from the “evil” of communism. Truman believed that simply introducing the United States as an example for the rest of the world is no longer enough. He stated that the duty of the United States of America is to do everything necessary to protect the rights of free democracies around the world. The challenge facing the United States was key, he said if the values ​​and principles that the United States values ​​so much were to survive the challenge of communism and really help the world get out ‘of the dark’: “Free peoples around the world expect our support in securing their freedoms. If we neglect our leadership, we can jeopardize world peace, and we will definitely jeopardize the well-being of our own nation”[footnoteRef:3]. [3:  Exceptionalism - The leader of the free world. URL: http://www.americanforeignrelations.com/E-N/ExceptionalismThe-leader-of-the-free-world.html.] 

Thus, the spirit of the Cold War was firmly established in the missionary line of American exceptionalism. By the way, in our time, this line continues, albeit with adjustments. Each of Truman's successors also used the language and ideas of American exceptionalism to reinforce the foundations of this idea.
