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SUMMARY
Modern linguistics shows a great interest in the study of the category of modality in English. It is a well known fact that with the help of modality we can express our opinion freely, expressively, as it is impossible to convey the necessary information without demonstrating our attitude to what we report. Therefore modality plays an important role in the texts of any style, any genre.
The title of our thesis is “Pragmatic features of lexical and lexico-grammatical means of expressing the category of modality in political discourse”.
It explores mostly lexical and lexico-grammatical means of expressing modality. These means occur quite frequently in the oral and written speech, as there is a need to express our language and to mark our speech with certain emotional coloring, which can be reached using modal words or modal verbs.

Modality is the subject of research by many linguists and it is always important because it is difficult to convey any linguistic means without expressing modality. In this paper we deal with lexical and lexico-grammatical means of expressing modality and general characteristics of their functioning in modern English, especially in the British and American political discourse.
The aim of our research is to find out and describe the features of the usage of means of expressing modality on the material of political discourse.
The main tasks of our work are:

1) to study the analytical material and identify a definition of modality;

2) to classify and organize means of expressing modality in modern English;

3) to identify the main features of the functioning of the modality expressions in public speeches of politicians;

4) to trace the frequency of lexical and lexico-grammatical means of expressing modality in four speeches of world-famous politicians.
The object of the work is modality as functional-semantic category.

The subject of the project is the lexical and lexico-grammatical means of expressing modality.
This problem is worth discussing and studying, because the use of modal words and modal verbs is quite frequent in modern English society. As it was found, political public speeches concern socially important topics and aimed at informing or persuading a certain group of people. So, it is necessary to investigate such type of speech, where the speaker can express his own thoughts, ideas or feelings, such as in the inaugural speeches of US President John F. Kennedy, dated 20 January 1961 and Barack Obama on January 20, 2009 and some of the most famous political speeches of the twentieth century, namely speeches of British Prime Minister Winston Churchill called "Iron Curtain" and Tony Blair's "Address to Irish Parliament." So, it has become the matter of our theoretical and practical research. 

