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Two thousand years ago it would be impossible for us to identify English language. It’s likely to started as a tribal dialect spread only on a small island, but now it’s language of over a thousand people all over the world.  
There was a plenty of occasions when English could disappear. Invasions could completely destroy it.
In the Friesland, that is in Netherlands, we still can hear the language that scientist believe to sound resemble to what the English sounded about fifteen hundred years ago. It’s called Frisian. We can identify some ordinary words such as: three, four, frost, freeze, blue, mist, cheese, meal, boat, butter, bread, sleep, snow, sea, storm. They are compatible because they are originated from the same family language – Germanic. In 5th century this folk parted for the others and sailed to find better life and they took their language with them.  

Romans
There were also other invaders before Germanic tribes – Romans. They left those islands leaving also the native folks the Britons or Celts. 
In 491 Germanic tribes created an invasion and murdered almost all the Kelts there died, survived only a million in England. The Germanic tribes used to call them. I was “Willas”, “Welsh” in modern English. The Celts became second-class citizens, they could only try to accept invaders’ culture, and language. Only a little amount of all Celtic words survived, for instance “crag” that mean “rock”, “combe” that means “deep valley” etc. 
By the sixth century these tribes occupied half of Britain. They divided it into kingdoms: Kent, Sussex (southern Celtic tribes), Essex (astern Celtic tribes), Wessex (western Celtic tribes), East Anglia (the Angles), Mercer, Northumbria. Till now these words have an impact on the language. The “ing” in modern placenames means the people of, “ton” means village, “ham” means farm. 
In nowadays we all speak Anglo-Saxon or Old English. It’s still related to the language people there spoke hundreds of years ago. We can notice that in the names of family members, prepositions and numbers as well. 
English started its development away from its trine roots with the revival of Christianity. Within a century Christians made a burst of church building. This religion brought Latin, its terms became part of English. From Latin English took its script. No tribes before had brought script with them but runes. They were plain symbols wrote with straight lines to be easy carved into stone or wood. The Latin letters were quite different and were easier to write using pen and ink. 
Then English monk and scholar began writing the first history of the English-speaking people, he wrote it in Latin. Scholars used Latin to wite their works, but the people used Old English. Old English was written down using Latin letters. 

Beowulf is the first great poem in the English, the author is unknown, it was written between the mid-7th and end of the 10th. At that time no other language in the Christian world could get closely to the achievement of Beowulf. 

The Vikings
Over 12 centuries ago an invasion of the Vikings might signal the end of civilization. Once, they put on fire one of the greatest libraries and Christendom. The unique writings of English were also burnt. The Vikings savaged those land for over 70 years. Firstly, they returned home after great plunders but after they decided to own the land.  In 865 they landed a great army in East Anglia. So, they controlled the north and east of the country. The language of the Vikings, Old Norse was spreading there. Old English was likely to extinct. 

King Alfred
But there appeared a saviour of England King Alfred, he is the only one king of England to be known as great. There’re even myths write about him. He became a king of Wessex within a year of the first Vikings attack. If his kingdom fell, the whole country would have been controlled and their language would have died as well. He was a great strategist. He knew that the Danes, modern name of the Vikings, had to be defeated. In the spring of 878 he called the country armies to join him. Almost 4000 people armed only with battle axes and throwing spears answered to his require. So, the kingdom was secured, English as well. Later he signed a peace treaty with the Danes creating a border from the Thames to the old Roman road of Watling Street. So, the land to the north and east was called the Danelaw. Noone was to cross the border but to trade. 
People of those two countries sometimes got married, so folks mixed and so did the languages. For instance, cities’ names that end “by” means farm in the language of Danish, “horpe” means a village etc. The same with names, the Danish way of creating a name was adding “son” to the name of the father. For example, Gibson, Robson, Sanderson, Watson, Johnson etc. There still exist some words in northern dialects that are originated from Old Norse. In addition, Old Norse influenced English that we use some words of their language till now. For instance, “sk” was borrowed from that language, in that way appeared such words as sky, skor (score) etc. Some other examples: angr (anger), freknur (freckel), knif (knife), skule (skull), windauga (window) and so on. When both of languages had the word for the same thing, those words started to gain slightly different meaning. For instance, Old English – craft, Old Norse – skill, Old English – hide, Old Norse skin, Old English – sick, Old Norse – ill. Additionally, words like law, egg, husband, leg, ill, die, they, there, then are from Old Norse. Old Norse made Old English to restructure. The sentences in Old English were created by tacking on endings on to the ends of articles, pronouns, nouns. So Old Norse was quite simple language and it made Old English to become plainer and not to use different endings to clear the idea, instead of that, they started to use prepositions. 
But there was a problem for Alfred, the scholarship fell off, so, he could barely find a handful of priests who knew Latin. Without knowing Latin, they couldn’t teach the religious books and save the souls. He got the idea that it would be quite easier to teach people in a language they spoke. So, he declared that they should translate some certain books that are the most vital, but still all the people had study them till they could read them well. He had 5 books translated from Latin to English, copies were sent to 12 bishops of the kingdom to be spread as widely as possible.
The Normans
Till 11th century English was in safety, but in 1066 other invaders appeared. The Normans, they were the greatest threat for the English ever. Willian Duke of Normandy sailed to get the English crown. English king Edward had spent a plenty of time in Normandy, he treated Willian as a brother or even a son. Edward sensed his death to be nearby and sent his wife’s brother Harold Godwinson to Normandy to guarantee loyalty to William. But when Edward died Harold crowned himself in Westminster Abbey. It offended William, he decided to invade with maximum force. Harold died during the fight, he was fatally pierced through the eye with an arrow. The place where   doings happened was called “fight” in Norman language - “battle”. 
Harold was the last English-speaking king for the next 3 centuries. On the Christmas day 1066 William was crowned in Westminster Abbey, he spoke French. 
French also had a great impact on English, for instance, the word “castle” was the first French word that entered English. 
The Normans had the same roots as the Norseman, but they didn’t spoke a Germanic language any longer, they spoke Old French that was originated from Latin. They brought such words as armee (army), archier (acher), soudier (souldier), garison (garrison), garde (guard) words that were accepted to describe a new social order: corune (crown), trone (throne), cort, baron , nobilite (nobility), paїsant (peasant), vasal (vassal), servant, governer (govern), liberte (liberty), autorite (authority), obedience, traitre (traitor), areste (arrest), justise (justice), juge (judge), jure (jury), sentence, acuser (accuse), prisun (prison), gaiole (jail). After 3 centuries about 10 thousand French words appeared in English. Today there’re plenty of French words that we use in our duty life, such as market, city, salmon, oyster, pork, sausage, bacon, fruit, orange, grape, biscuit, sugar, fry, vinegar, olive, plate, salat. 
The Doomsday book show us the whole influence that the Norman had on the English culture, people and language as well.



