Do not seek immigration advice from those who aren’t able to provide it

[bookmark: _GoBack]Every day thousands of people turn to qualified immigration experts for the detailed advice to help them through the visa application process. However, there are still many of people who seek immigration advice from individuals and institutions, who do not have a right to do so, simply because they do not have appropriate knowledge. Nowadays burning issue is who can and cannot provide immigration advice. How not to be become a victim of wrong immigration advice. Who you can trust or be cautious with. This article is aimed to light up the details and solve the challenges above. 
Unfortunately, very common situation is when a person who needs an immigration advice starts asking friends, touristic companies or unqualified lawyers, who cannot provide anything but their own amateurish interpretation of immigration law. 
The UK immigration law clearly prescribes that only authorized individuals can give immigration advice. Immigration lawyers, advisors, consultants must be registered with the Office of the Visa Services Commissioner (OISC). Each registered lawyer is given an authorization number from OISC. The Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 made it illegal for unauthorized person to provide immigration advice: “It is a criminal offence for a person to provide immigration advice or services in the UK unless their organization is regulated by the OISC or is otherwise covered by the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999.”
People who need a decent immigration advice have to understand that only authorized lawyers adhere to a strict code of professional conduct and training that ensures that they are highly competent and keep their knowledge of immigration law up-to-date. It should be solely people’s own interest to consult with qualified lawyers, as only they will be able to represent your rights appropriately.  
For better understanding, let’s determine what is legal “advice” and/or “services”. A person is providing immigration “services” if they take any action on behalf of an individual in order to represent their case, for example with the UK immigration authorities. Immigration “advice” is believed to be someone’s opinion which is taken as a course of action based on the information which was provided. According to this, in order to give a decent immigration advice individual circumstances of the case must be known and taken into account. If there is general information that does not relate to an individual case, but enlightening details of immigration policy it cannot be accepted as immigration advice and does not require regulation. Therefore, publishing information about migration procedures that is suitable for many people is not considered as immigration advice. Sharing information with friends about immigration rules or occasional advice given to family members are not counted as immigration advice. Preparing accounting statement for the employees cannot be counted as immigration services. Thus, only defined above immigration advice/services must be regulated under the 1999 Act. Any other actions do not fall under regulation and consequently there is no criminal liability to be applied. 
The goal of this article is to show that even though UK immigration law protects individuals from unqualified immigration advice and punish those who are in breach, it is your own concern to seek advice from authorized lawyers. Act 1999 determined that any advice given by non-qualified individual or company is considered as profit-making action taken in the course of business. Only OISC registered legal advisors can provide entire range of immigration services.  Do not ruin your immigration history – do not appoint unregistered migration lawyers to represent your case.





