                           American Southwest

[bookmark: _GoBack]The geography of the Southwest includes deserts, mesas, mountains, plateaus, broad basins, and plains. Some of the major cities with the highest population in this region are Phoenix Arizona, El Paso Texas, Albuquerque New Mexico, Tucson Arizona and Mesa Arizona. Because of the lack of water, desert climate, and scorching summer heat, much of the Southwest is very sparsely populated. Most of the people live in major cities, where resources are easier to get. Although some areas can get very cold sometimes and even receive snowfall, the climate in this region is basically semiarid to arid. The Southwest is generally a region of wide open, sparsely populated spaces, a lot of which is desert, with a few densely populated cities. The four states in the American Southwest are Arizona, New Mexico, Oklahoma, and Texas. A lot of animals live in the Southwest. For example the rattlesnake, coyote, bobcat, grey wolf, and American bison. Some of the common types of plants found in the Southwest are yucca plants, sagebrush, barrel cactus, and saguaro cactus. The two most important resources of the American Southwest region are minerals like copper, gold, silver, and uranium, and oil. Both of them are found under the ground. Also, the major industries here are mining, technology, oil, and space travel. There are also a lot of awesome attractions in the Southwest. The Grand Canyon for example. It has long been believed that the Colorado River began carving the Grand Canyon about six million years ago. A lot of Native Americans have been living in this area for a long time. The Grand Canyon is located in the of Arizona. The Rio Grande is another beautiful attraction in the American Southwest. It’s a major river, which is 1885 miles long. The Rio Grande runs through the Grand Canyon and is responsible for carving the canyon for millions of years. There is also the Saguaro National Park, where a lot of interesting plants are growing. Visitors are able to hike, bike, sightsee, bird watch, search for petroglyphs and visit the museum/zoo just outside the park. Traveling to the American Southwest is a great experience with a lot of unforgettable adventures. 
