                                                                                               To the Head of Vietnam Immigration Department                  
                                                                                               of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam at Ministry of 
                                                                                               Public security in Hanoi from citizens of Ukraine, 
                                                                                               forced to live in Vietnam due to the pandemic 
                                                                                               coronavirus
Collective petition of citizens of Ukraine  in connection with Russia's military invasion to Ukraine
Decree No.: 144/2021/ND-CP dated December 31, 2021 and the decision of the Immigration Department of Vietnam, in agreement with other authorized bodies, from January 15, 2022, the application of automatic extension of the period of temporary residence in the country for foreign citizens is terminated. 
On January 1, 2022, the information about the increase in responsibility and fines for visa overstay was published, and on January 8, 2022 — the fact that auto-extension of the term of temporary residence in Vietnam would no longer be valid, and the citizens of Ukraine who do not have a work or business visas, had to leave the country urgently by January 15, 2022.
We, the citizens of Ukraine, who were forced to stay in Vietnam because of the Covid-19 pandemic, found ourselves in a dire plight, were left without sources of income with our families and children, that’s why we could not return home to Ukraine within the terms established by the legislation of Vietnam. There were no direct flights from Vietnam to Ukraine either, and we did not have the opportunity to return home.
On February 24, 2022, Russia's military invasion to Ukraine began (the UN and OSCE — «Russian aggression against Ukraine»), at about 5 o'clock in the morning Kiev time. The events were preceded by the concentration of Russian troops near the Ukrainian border.  On February 21, Russia recognized the independence of the previously unrecognized self-proclaimed Donetsk People's Republic and the Luhansk People's Republic. To justify the invasion, Vladimir Putin used the false image of Ukraine as a neo-Nazi state. But the Ukrainian leadership thinks that the main goal of Putin's actions is the liquidation of Ukraine as a state.
The Russian troops entered the territory of Ukraine from Russia, Crimea and Belarus. Rocket and bomb strikes were carried out on the Ukrainian military infrastructure, military airfields and aviation, air defense facilities.  In connection with the beginning of hostilities, President Volodymyr Zelensky declared martial law on the territory of Ukraine, and on February 25, general mobilization.
According to the UN on March 8, at least 516 civilians were killed and at least 908 were injured since the beginning of the invasion, and real losses are expected to be much higher. Hundreds of private and multi-storey buildings, schools, kindergartens, hospitals, administrative and historical buildings, civil infrastructure, airports, ports, railway stations, shops and shopping centres, bridges and roads were destroyed or damaged, the city of Volnovakha was almost completely destroyed.
The military invasion of Russia into the territory of Ukraine caused a migration crisis: according to the UN, as of March 6, more than 1.5 million refugees left Ukraine.  A number of journalists called the invasion the «biggest» military conflict in Europe since the end of World War II.

The actions of Russia were strongly condemned by the absolute majority of countries in the world community and international organizations. The resolution of the UN General Assembly ES-11/1, supported by the overwhelming majority of the countries of the world, condemned the actions of Russia and called on it to withdraw its troops from the territory of Ukraine. 141 countries voted for the resolution, five voted against (Russia, Belarus, North Korea, Syria and Eritrea) and 35 abstained (among them China, India, Pakistan, South Africa, Iran, Cuba and all CSTO member countries except Russia and Belarus). NATO condemned the actions of Russia, at the same time declaring its refusal to directly intervene in the conflict. These actions were also condemned by the European Union; Russia's membership in the Council of Europe was suspended.
In a war on the territory of Ukraine, which covered the whole country, we, the undersigned, who are the citizens of Ukraine, do not have the opportunity to return home. Now 141 countries are supporting Ukraine and its citizens around the world! 
Many countries offered asylum and financial assistance. We are grateful Vietnam for their hospitality, but now we are asking you for the shelter and the opportunity to legalize our stay here without fines and sanctions. We do not want to ask you for financial help, we ask you to legalize us in the country so that we can, if necessary, get a job as an English teacher or at a kindergarten, where we can earn money for living. Now we cannot receive money from our country, all countries of the world help the citizens of Ukraine.
We know that Vietnam has not signed the Geneva Refugee Convention, but we have no one else to turn to!  Our cities are being bombed, our people are being shot at, and we have nowhere to go. We lived in your country for several years, spent our earned money and savings here, the situation is critical. Our relatives who live at home in Ukraine, and all Ukrainians are in a difficult plight, they live in bomb shelters, basements and cellars, they have lost their sources of income, houses, they run out of food, there is no electricity and water, they are shot at, and they cannot   help us.
The Embassy of Ukraine submitted to the Department of Immigration of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam at Ministry of Public Security all the necessary documents confirming Russia's military invasion to Ukraine and our plight.
Now we are forced to ask you for help, knowing that you survived a terrible war, and you understand how we feel now! Please help us!! We ask you to allow the citizens of Ukraine stay legally on the territory of Vietnam and legalize our position, cancel the fines charged for overstays. We ask you not to apply penalties to the citizens of Ukraine in an exceptional manner, taking into account articles 76 and 77 of the Law No.: 15/2012/QH13 from June 20, 2012, as well as the facts that there is a full-scale war in our country Ukraine and we are in a difficult financial situation.
We are grateful to the Government and citizens of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam for their hospitality at a difficult time for us! We hope you will resolve the issue without delay, we hope for your understanding and help!
Please inform us about your decision in writing and give us an explanation of how to proceed in this critical situation to e-mail innasemyrod@gmail.com.
Yours faithfully, The citizens of Ukraine temporarily residing in Vietnam!
11.03.2022
