YOUR CASE WILL BE HEARD IN COURT: THINGS YOU SHOULD KNOW
Different circumstances may have led you to that. Just, unjust — that is already not important. The fact is that you are accused of something and you are in for trial in your case. 
The procedure is regulated by the law very clearly. Therefore, approach it in a well-balanced, calm way, with clear understanding of the things happening.

Read this reference book for you to understand the stages of trial and the rights you enjoy at each of them. 
What is trial?

Trial is the main part of the criminal procedure. It is there that all the evidence, testimony, circumstances will be examined — everything collected before. As te result of trial you may be found not guilty or, vice versa, an offender. 
Trial consists of the following stages:

· Preparatory court session;
· Evidence examination;
· Court debate;
· Last statement of the defendant;
· Bringing in and announcing the verdict.
Know your rights in trial 
While trial has not yet started, you may file a complaint against the actions of the investigator or the prosecutors which they had taken before.
You have to realize! 
Do you remember the movies about cops? During arrests they always tell a well-memorized formula which informs the person detained in a clear form what (s)he is detained for and what rights (s)he has got (right, that is something like “you have the right to remain silent, anything you say can be used against you!”). In Ukraine the situation is similar: you MAY NOT be detained or put to trial just without any explanation. 
Prior to trial the prosecutor must read it out to you in brief what you are accused of. If that is not enough — feel free to ask for a full layout of the accusation. 
You also have the right to understand what is read to you. Therefore, feel free to ask the judge to explain the accusation in “plain language”, and not in legal abracadabra.
You have to know your rights and have a lawyer! 
Your rights must be explained to you in a clear way.
During trial you must know your rights to the full as well as how to use them.

If you don’t know how to use your rights — be patient and ask the lawyer or the judge for explanations. Do not be in a hurry. Let you understand absolutely everything! 
Your lawyer must be present during the whole trial. 
Nobody and in now way can limit the time of your communication with the lawyer. 
You can tell whatever you want! 
If for some reasons you don’t want to answer a question during trial — do not answer, do not give any explanation. Or choose the questions which you are ready to answer, and answer only these questions. You are not going to be punished for this. 
You may use “crib notes” while providing explanations in trial. 
You must be aware of your case details
Nothing can be happening behind your back if you don’t want it yourself. You may be present during trial and demand from your lawyer or judge explanations of any trial actions you do not understand. 
Certainly, if you misbehave, your can be taken out of the courtroom. And that is logical!

The judge will give you a special sign when you may ask other trial participants questions: witnesses, victim, experts. Without permission you may questions relating to clarification of actions taken in court. Nothing may be left not clear to you!

If you want to record your trial for history — you may do this. Ask court for permission to take pictures or record a video. And you may use your dictophone even without asking for permission, certainly, but for cases when it regards the secrets of another trial participant. In that case court will ask you to stop recording. But remember that you always have a pen and a notebook!

And generally, all the documents in your case must be available to you. Ask to give them to you for familiarization purposes, copy them, make notes, take pictures of them. You have the right to know! 
You have the right to protect yourself and your relatives
If it seems to you that court has not examined the evidence confirming your innocence diligently enough, — tell court about it and ask to consider it. Suggest interrogating witnesses, reconsidering documents, video- or audio records.

It may happen that you or your relatives are threatened by somebody in relation to the case. For instance, accomplices blackmail you asking to remain silent or give false testimony. Then ask court to ensure protection to you or your relatives, house, property. 
You may demand replacement of the judge, prosecutor, lawyer, any specialist or expert.
The judge does not seem to you to be an incorrupt person, experts or the prosecutor seem to be biased to you? Give your arguments! Give convincing evidence of the impartiality of trial participants and ask court to replace any of these persons (that is called ‘challenging/seeking recusal’). The issue of challenging the judge will be considered by another judge of that court. 
Prior to trial you could complain against the actions or inactivity of the investigator or prosecutors. Now, that trial has started, you already have limited mechanisms of influence. Consult your lawyer as to what complaints you may lodge during the first sitting in the case.
You are a human being, and you must be treated in a humane way! 
If you were convicted illegally or a false accusation was made against you, you were detained, searched or any things were seized from you, and later court found you not guilty — demand financial and moral reimbursement. The norm of the law also envisages restoration of your reputation.

Not to have any misunderstandings or wrong treatment, the law has envisaged for you the possibility for you to communicate in trial in your native language. Don’t bother whether other participants understand you or not. If they don’t — you will be assisted by a free-of-charge (for you) interpreter. Also, all the documents must be given to you in the translation in your native language.

Defend yourself! 
Defend yourself — call the witnesses who could prove your innocence. Even if the people handling the case for some reasons have not invited your witnesses (witnesses of the defense) — demand to summon them during the first hearing in your case.

You may yourself ask both witnesses of prosecution and defense questions. 
Witnesses are not yet all the tools of your defense. You may also independently collect evidence confirming your innocence, and submit it to court.

You already know that other trial participants may ask court about something (make motions). The judge may not pass decisions to grant or to reject those motions without asking for your opinion first. 
For you to be easier to think over the court hearing, ask for the audio record as well as for the record of the court hearing made by the secretary. 
Talk to the world! 
To put it in a nutsell, in court you may ask questions and answer them, file motions as well as express your opinion on the motions filed by other trial participants.

Not that much. “And what about talking?”
You will be allowed to talk at the very end, when you will have a chance to express your opinion on the case and trial during court debate and in your last statement. 
Get ready for speaking in the debate! Your language must be well-balanced, your evidence must be well-grounded. Explaining your innocence, you may refer only to the evidence that has been considered in court (which could have been submitted by you beforehand). Remember that this is your “hour of triumph”, and don’t spend it on quarelling and making emotional accusations of other trial participants. Digression from the case, insulting words to trial participants will be stopped by the judge. And you will be deprived of the right to speak. 
In case you are a citizen of a foreign state and you are kept in custody, you have the right to meet a representative of the embassy or the consulate of your state. However, that meeting must be approved by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine and arranged on the basis of a written permission of the judge hearing your case.
You have the right to appeal the decision of court 
Do you disagree with the court decision? Appeal! All the decisions you may appeal shall be provided to you by the judge. Your complaint will be considered by three judges of the appeal court. If that court is considering somebody else’s complaints in your case, you will be sent a copy of such a complaint, and you will have a chance to express your objections. 
Reconciliation with the victim 
There is one mentally quite a complicated procedure, but it will help you to get a lighter sentence in case your crime is a minor crime or a crime of medium gravity. That is a face-to-face meeting with the victim and conclusion of reconciliation agreement with him/her. Here your mutual willingness to meet, interact and help is necessary. On establishing contact with the victim, you will be able to better understand him/her, and (s)he will come to better understand you. In the reconciliation agreement you will set the cost of damages inflicted by you s well as the procedure of their reimbursement. That agreement is binding, therefore, it is necessary to treat it absolutely seriously, though it may seem “lighter” than the punishment court would impose. In case you do not follow the terms of the agreement, trial will start anew. Ask your lawyer if you would like to use the procedure. 
We have talked your rights over. But rights necessarily go together with duties.
You shall:

Come to court on summons. If for some reasons you will not manage to do this — be sure to warn court of that fact beforehand. 
You have to perform the requirements of court, if they are legal.
You also have to follow certain rules of conduct during the court hearing:

- stand (but for situations when court allows you not to do this):

- when the judge(s) enter(s) the court room and when (s)he/they leaves(leave) it;

- when you ask witnesses questions, make a motion or make an objection;

- when the verdict is being announced;

- ask witnesses questions, make a motion or make an objection only after the judge gives the floor to you;
- address the judge(s) with the words “Your Honour” or “Honourable Court” (and not by name, or name and surname!);
- documents, materials, things that need to be handed over to court shall be submitted only via the master of the bench.
