Ode to Luxury
Schiaparelli
An Age of Discipline is the name of Schiaparelli's haute couture spring-summer collection. The head designer of the House, Daniel Rosuberry said that the collection was conceived and created in April, "in a period of hope. Vaccines appeared, it was possible to travel again. It seemed that our collective nightmare was a thing of the past, or at least would soon be." And the new collection is an ode to uncompromising luxury, the return of true Haute Couture. Laconic and graphic silhouettes are completed with intricate décor and bright details (this combination of simplicity and pretentiousness is one of the characteristic features of the House). The collection uses only three colors - black, white and gold, the trademark of the House, so it looks incredibly spectacular. He was criticized for borrowing from Pierre Cardin, Jean Paul Gaultier and Terry Mugler, but they were quick to admit that Roseberry was a modern reinterpretation of the maestros' ideas and managed to create a wow effect. Some backstage guests at the show said that the collection would not appeal to refined Parisians, but to liberated Americans (suggesting that the head designer of the House was from Texas).

Princess gown
Elie Saab
The French designer of Lebanese origin Elie Saab is faithful to himself and always keeps the DNA of his fashion house Elie Saab: the combination of oriental luxury and French charm. His new collection is a real explosion of color: bright fuchsia, shining azure, deep emerald and sunny lemon. "Customers love brightness - they want to enjoy life again after hard times," says Mr. Saab. The bright colors are matched by colorful details: outfits are generously studded with sequins, feathers, rhinestones and beads. The designer uses only noble fabrics like satin, taffeta, silk and organza. Thanks to all of this, every Elie Saab outfit is a holiday dress, a real "Princess gown". The Elie Saab outfits are adored by stars all over the world, because these are truly special occasion dresses to outshine everyone. And with his latest collection the designer once again confirmed his longstanding reputation of the King of the red carpets.

Beauty without borders
Valentino
It is well known that the dress on the model parading on the catwalk may look very different in real life on an average woman. Valentino house and its chief designer Pierpaolo Piccioli once again surprised the fashion world and the new collection was presented not by the standard models, but by women of different ages and body types. The show was opened by the legendary American androgynous model Kristen McMenemy, who is 57 years old and who helped Mr. Piccioli to reveal the main idea of his collection: "The body changes with age - it changes shape, but it remains just as beautiful," says the couturier. And he continues: "The show may be a strong signal to young people who are very often dissatisfied with their appearance and have complexes: if it's beautiful, you can be beautiful, too." The fashion house managed to prove that haute couture creations can adorn a woman of any age and any physique - of course, if it's real haute couture. For example, a chocolate dress made of supple tulle covered with two kilos of Venetian glass beads (the beads were sewn by hand for three months, thanks to which the dress hugs the body, allowing the beads to form and accentuate the figure). The rest of the collection looked no less spectacular: luxurious and elegant. "Since the Middle Ages there have always been canons of beauty,"- says the designer, - "but today the only canon that works is freedom: just be yourself."

Fresh impressions
Chanel
At Paris Fashion Week, Chanel once again reaffirmed its status as a standard of haute couture, not just through its collection, but also through the way it was presented. A royal couple opened the show in Paris, Princess Charlotte Casiraghi of Monaco, Grace Kelly's granddaughter. What's more, the princess did not walk the runway, but rode a horse! The perfectly cut jacket from the new collection, the princess' impeccable sitting in the saddle and the handsome horse itself impressed even the pampered VIP public, which gathers at couture shows. However, only the beginning of the fashion show was flamboyant, the rest of the collection was in the classical style of Chanel - elegant, luxurious, aristocratic. "Restraint, freshness, femininity" - as its creator, the House's creative director Virginie Viard described the collection. Of course, the collection includes the iconic Chanel tweed, but in a freer interpretation: the skirts are not so narrow, and pants got slits on the sides. A gown of chiffon, satin and organza accentuated the ethereal feel of the collection, which was noted by all critics. Feathers, plumes and fringes made the collection in the times of the Great Gatsby, the apotheosis of glamour and sweet life.

Filigree work
Dior
Maria Grazia Curie, the creative director of Dior House, decided to dedicate the spring collection to craftsmanship, as Dior is proud of its ateliers with unique masters around the world and actively uses handmade work in its collections. This spring the main character of the show was embroidery, and it was so filigree and diverse, that it looked absolutely unrecognizable and gave the outfits a lace weightlessness. The designer said that in the difficult times of the pandemic, when the whole world was going through a fever, she wanted more peace and calmness, so she used mostly calm neutral colors - white, gray and black. And though as a rule couture is not applicable in everyday life, the new Dior collection proved that haute couture can be quite wearable. Elegant pantsuits, perfectly cut jackets and elegant woolen dresses can be worn from morning till evening - after all, Madame Chanel herself dressed like that.

Sea Treasure
Zuhair Murad
Lebanese designer Zuhair Murad is a convinced romantic. "Today we need to dream more than ever," - Murad said this spring and created a collection inviting to hunt for sea treasures. Zuhair Murad's heroines today are beautiful pirate girls, as the designer's collection was inspired by the idea of lost treasure and jewels lurking at the bottom of the sea in sunken ships. "Today sensual pirate girls in exquisite jewelry are once again going to conquer the unknown lands," - declares the brand Zuhair Murad. Well, the couture version of the pirate looks very tempting and seductive: pleated organza shirts with boob sleeves are complemented by brocade vests, and silk chiffon dresses with bold slits - corset belts and triangles. "My pirates are adventurous women looking for the treasures of life," - says the designer. Well, in Zuhair Murad's outfits they are sure to find them.

Italian Romance
Giambattista Valli.
"The famous fashion house V called me, but I refused to work for them, because I dreamed of the day when V would stand for Valli," - said French designer of Italian origin Giambattista Valli at the beginning of his career. Today not a single Red Carpet can do without Giambattista Valli outfits and Valli releases over ten collections a year both for his brand and as a guest designer for other brands. The world pandemic made adjustments in the fashion world as well, so his new collection was represented by Valli not on the catwalk, but as a mini-film. However, the collection differed from the designer's previous works not only by the non-traditional form of the show, but also by more essential things: firstly, it presented both spring and autumn models, and secondly, in his work the designer combined the principles of couture with methods of pret-a-porter. Nevertheless the main DNA of the brand remained unchanged: the new collection is still dominated by luxurious romantic dresses that are at most feminine and sophisticated, embroidered with flowers, decorated with bows, frills and sometimes even similar to the wedding dresses. The color palette of the outfits - elegant black, delicate pink and bright fuchsia - also catch the eye and make an impression.

A Princess Dream
Yanina Couture
Yanina is the second Russian fashion house, which was granted the status of official participant of shows by Paris High Fashion Federation (let us remind that the first Russian designer, Ulyana Sergeenko with her brand Ulyana Sergeenko Couture was given this honor). Designer Yulia Yanina from Saratov has been working for almost 30 years, and the hallmark of her brand is the abundance of unique handmade items: filigree embroidery, layering, mesh decorations and other sophisticated techniques (it is notable that the House does it all by itself, not outsourcing it to other ateliers, as other well-known brands often do). Yanina Couture's Paris Fashion Week debut is a real hymn to optimism and love of life: the designer demonstrated models of lush rainbow colors with airy flounces, ruffles, puffs and bold necklines. The range of styles from capes to tunics is also impressive. Yanina says that as a little girl she used to dress her dolls and dreamed that one day she would dress up fairy princesses. Well, her dream came true - Yanina Couture dresses really do turn women into princesses.

Time Machine
Fendi Couture
"The collection represents simultaneously the past, the present and the future," - is how the House of Fendi presents its Couture collection. "We use time-honored techniques along with contemporary craftsmanship. The collection alternates between stately silhouettes reminiscent of classical Roman art and a sci-fi style."Kim Jones, head designer of the house, compares the new collection with Rome, the home of the famous House: "Walking through the streets of Rome you're constantly travelling back in time, now to the past, now to the future." His collection became "a time machine", where classic dresses to the floor are combined with futuristic tunics, and traditional silk and organza are decorated with super technological prints and intricate perforations. Along with luxurious dresses with plumes "for special occasions" the collection offers more applied things. For example, the version of the little black dress by Fendi looks quite appropriate for everyday life, but it is no less noble and expensive. The collection's specialty is hand-embroidered tights, as well as accessories (including bags) with inclusions of natural semiprecious stones such as hematite, rock crystal and amethyst.
