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THE MINISTRY OF THE INTERIOR
THE TRUST COMMITTEE OF THE FOREIGN SETTLERS OF SOUTHERN RUSSIA
The office 1
Odessa
December 11, 1835
№ 7064
For resettlement of the mennonites of the Chernigov province.
Retrieved December 24, 1835.
To Mr. Minister of the Interior.
The mennonites of two colonies settled in the Chernigov province of the Krolevetsky district (uyezd), was known before as Mennonite Radichev Brotherhood. In the past year (1834) they have sent the motion to the Chief Trustee of the foreign settlers of Southern Russia for permission to resettle the mennonites in the Novorossiysk region.
The motivating causes were the increasing number of families, lack of the lands, inconvenient location for established farms (household), difficulty to sale the handicraft products.  














After collecting all the known information about the current state of these settlers, both from the explanations of their Deputies who arrived here, and from the report of Colonel Danenberg, a Trustee-at-Large at the Slavnyi City sent to oversee those colonies, it turned out that the reasons leading these Mennonites to ask for resettlement are very valid. The land endowed with them could be sufficient for their comfortable living in this territory while they were in a small number of families united by the brotherhood of the living; but now this turns out to be extremely difficult, because 60 families of owners have lands of only 775 desyatin, of which only 270 are arable, and even that is located at a distance of 43 striped plots, partly behind 2 and 3 Russian villages, at a distance of 10-15 versts, therefore they do not have enough bread, even in years with a good harvest, to feed themselves and their families, and hay is mostly bought, even with the most limited cattle breeding. Their artisans, due to their increased number and distance from large cities, are having equal difficulties with acquiring sufficient food and being involved in frequent strife with Russian settlements over excessive use of land, which negatively affects maintenance of good morality between them, especially after the death of former elders, and due to the lack of good teachers to educate the rising youth.
Under these circumstances, the Mennonites of these 2 villages earnestly ask for the allotment of plots of land near the Novorossiysk Mennonite Colonies, where they could, provided with sufficient means of subsistence, from arable farming and cattle breeding, and the convenience of selling their handicraft products, - use the edification of the spiritual elders of those colonies, to have teachers from them for their children, and in general be guided by their example in farming and house-building, and the land, up to 4 desyatin, their plots in Taurida Province of the Melitopol district (uyezd) under Yulchik and Tashchenak, under №15 and 16 in the colonial departments. These plots were intended for the growing families of the Molochanskyi Kolonist District, but the size of these is 19 desyatin, and after subtracting 4 there will be another 15 desyatin, which will be sufficient for this subject. This place is located at a distance of only 30 versts from the Molochanskyi Mennonite and provides all the conveniences for the settlement of the Chernigov Mennonists under the supervision and management of the Molochanskyi Menonite District Prikaz, and being in close proximity will allow achieving the same degree of well-being and prosperity over time. 
They want to carry out this resettlement in parts, so that initially 37 wealthiest families are resettled, with the help of those who remain to look after the abandoned land and buildings, and after a few years - the rest of the families, as they achieve the means of moving, settling and organizing their households for their own account, so as at the same time to hand over the land which they currently possess to whomever shall be commanded by the government.
Considering this petition with given circumstances, it is possible to carry out the resettlement of the Chernigov Mennonites with a merging with the local society, spiritual elders, etc. - and the position of this place opens up ways for them to sell their works and make a profitable occupation for artisans, both in the cities of the Crimea and in the newly established ports of Nohaisk and Berdiansk. The Deputies of the Mennonites wishing to resettle inspected the area beforehand and found it to be in accordance with their wishes and the purpose of the resettlement.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Submitting the answer to the above written for the consideration of Your Excellency, the Trust Committee of foreign settlers of Southern Russia humbly asks for instructions to allocate this site to the Chernigov Mennonites and allow them, starting from 1836, to move to it on the assigned basis; and with the same request Your Excellency not to leave this matter and to apply for them a relief from the payment of taxes, on the basis of the Code of Laws, volume XII, for improvement in state-owned villages, Article 420.



MINISTRY OF STATE PROPERTY
THE TRUST COMMITTEE OF THE FOREIGN SETTLERS OF SOUTHERN RUSSIA
The office 1
Odessa
August  26, 1839
№ 3902
Retrieved September 7, 1839.
To Mr. Minister of State Property
December 11, 1835, №7061, the Trust Committee of foreign settlers has the honor to convey to Mr. Former Minister of Internal Affairs about the desire of the Radichev Mennonites to move to the Novorossiysk region for residence and at the same time cast out the reasons that prompted these settlers to ask for resettlement to a place convenient and free to farming.
The committee had in mind an empty plot, consisting in the Taurida Province of Melitopol district, near the Tashchenak River under №15 and 16, petitioned to allocate a plot to the Mennonites to settle them up to 4 desyatin, this amount was recognized as quite sufficient for 60 families.
Having not received permission on this subject until now, the aforementioned Mennonites, prompted by the impossibility of continuing to remain in their former residence due to the small amount of land, again came to me with a request for permission to move to the designated area near the Tashchenak River.
Bringing this to the attention of Your Excellency, I have the honor to most humbly ask you, Gracious Sovereign, not to leave and solicit permission for the Radichev Mennonites to move to the site near the Tashchenak River and honor me with a subsequent notice.


MINISTRY OF STATE PROPERTY
THE TRUST COMMITTEE OF THE FOREIGN SETTLERS OF SOUTHERN RUSSIA
The office 1
Odessa
September 20, 1840
№4341
Retrieved October 4, 1840
Ministry of State Property, First Department
At the request of the Mennonite community settled in the Chernigov Province of the Krolevetsky district (uyezd) from the Radichev colony, for permission to resettle in the Novorossiysk region. On December 11, 1835, under №7064, the Trust Committee of foreign settlers, outlining the reasons that prompted them to seek resettlement, had the honor to apply for permission from Mr. Former Minister of Internal Affairs, adding that the settlement of the Radichev Mennonites can be founded according to their desire on the territory of the Taurida Province of Melitopol district, near the Tashchenak River, in the area shown on the plan under №15 and 16 and intended for the settlement of colonists, for which they should be allocated up to 4,000 desyatin there.
On August 26, 1839, №3902, Mr. Chief Trustee of the Colonists, resuming his intercession in this case, had the honor to petition the Mr. Minister of State Property for permission to move the Radichev Mennonites to a designated area near the Tashchenak River.
The representative of the Radichev Colony, personally appearing again at the Committee with a petition, in which they explained that the Mennonist society of the Radichev colony, consisting of 60 families, including 316 people of both sexes, is suffering hardships as from lack of land, due to the increased number of young families, and due to the inconvenient position of the plot allocated to them, so they do not have the means to improve their farms, and it is difficult for them to educate the youth; for because of the remoteness of their Molochanskyi Menonite brethren, they encounter difficulties in fully using, according to the rules of their church, the proper edification of Spiritual elders and having teachers from them for their children, and in general they hope that with the resettlement in the Taurida Province, uniting with the Mennonites and being guided by their example in the image of economy and house-building, they would eventually achieve the same degree of well-being and organization, and therefore they again ask the Committee for permission to move to the Novorossiysk region, to the site designated by the Committee, which they have already surveyed and found very profitable.
The Trustee Committee on Foreign Settlers has the honor to bring to the attention of the First Department of the Ministry of State Property the request of the Radichev Mennonites, and humbly asks not to ignore and intercede for permission to resettle the Radichev Mennonites in the Novorossiysk region.

Member of the Committee Evdokimov

MINISTRY OF STATE PROPERTY
THE TRUST COMMITTEE OF THE FOREIGN SETTLERS OF SOUTHERN RUSSIA
THE FIRST DEPARTMENT
of branch 1
On the 1st office

June 20, 1841
№522
For permission for the Chernigov Mennonites to resettle in the Taurida province.

The Trust Committee of foreign settlers of Southern Russia represents two colonies of the Mennonites of the Chernigov Province in the Krolevetsky district (uyezd), which ask for permission for them to move to the Novorossiysk region due to the lack of land they suffer and the unfavorable present place of their settlement.
When the number of families of these settlers was small, then, as the Committee of Trustees explains, the allotted land was enough for them, but now there are 69 families with 775 desyatin of land, of which only 270 desyatin are arable, and even that is located in 43 striped plots, some of which are located behind two or three other villages, at a distance of 10 and 15 versts, because of which they do not have enough bread even in years with a good harvest, and they mostly buy hay, although their cattle breeding is very limited. Their artisans, due to their increasing number and distance from large cities, also find it difficult to acquire food. Moreover, the striped use of land located behind other settlements harms the good morals of these Mennonites, and they do not have good teachers for the education of the growing youth.
They ask to be given a plot of land not far from the Novorossiysk Mennonite colonies, so that, with sufficient means of subsistence, such as arable farming and cattle breeding, and with the convenience of selling their handicrafts, they can use the edification of the Spiritual Elders of those colonies and have them as teachers for their children, and in general, guided by the example of their brethren settled there in the way of housekeeping, to achieve the same degree of well-being and prosperity over time. They want to carry out this resettlement in parts, so that initially 37 wealthiest families are resettled, with the help of those who remain to look after the abandoned land and buildings, and after a few years - the rest of the families, as they achieve the means of moving, settling and organizing their households for their own account, so as at the same time to hand over the land which they currently possess to whomever shall be commanded by the government.
The Trust Committee finds it possible to assign up to 4 desyatin of land from the plots of the Taurida Province of Melitopol district near the Tashchenak River under №15 and 16, which are intended to be allocated to the growing families of the Molochanskyi Colonial District, for the resettlement of these Mennonites. This place, according to the Committee, being only 30 versts from the Molochanskyi Menonite District, provides all the conveniences for the resettlement of the Chernigov Mennonites there under the supervision and direction of the Molochanskyi Menonite District Prikaz and for their relations with the local society, spiritual elders, etc.; at the same time, it opens up ways for them to sell their products and make a profitable occupation for artisans, both in the cities of the Crimea and in the newly established ports of Nohaisk and Berdiansk. Adding to this the fact that the deputies of the Mennonites wishing to resettle had already reviewed the land intended for them and found it to be in accordance with their desire and the purpose of the resettlement, the Trust Committee asks for permission to allocate the necessary amount of land to them from the remaining free land in plots №15 and 16 and together with that petitions for the appointment of tax relief, on the basis of the Code of Laws, volume XII, for improvement in state-owned villages, Article 420.

Reference:
I. The Mennonites of the Chernihiv Province originally lived in the town of Vyshenky, which belonged to Count Rumiantsev, settling on his estate under a contract, while the state lands, on which their colonies are now located and which they now own, were then in quitrent maintenance. They were resettled to this land according to the Edict of His Imperial Majesty issued to the Directing Senate on May 22, 1801, which followed at their request. By this Edict, they are compared in rights and advantages with the Novorossiysk Mennonites on September 6, 1800. Charters of 65 desyatin of land for each family, only without providing them with benefits of those who have long lived in Russia. Back then there were 44 families of these Mennonites, in which there were 99 male settlers and 103 female settlers, 202 souls in total. According to the number of families and on the basis of the Charter, they should have been allotted 2,360 desyatin, but they declared themselves satisfied with the plots given to them, which contained 753 desyatin and 1,186 sazhen of convenient land. Now there are 69 families of Mennonites, 185 males, 199 females, 384 souls in total.
II. Under the colonies of the Taurida Province of the Molochanskyi Menonite District, there are two plots of land №15 and 16, of which 18,425 desyatin and 2,324 sazhen are convenient land and 672 desyatinm and 76 sazhen are barren lands, a total of 19,098 desyatin. This land, according to the regulation of the Committee of Former Ministers that was granted the highest approval on December 27, 1830, was designated for the settlement of increasing number of young families in the Molochanskyi Colonist District. Two colonies have already been founded on it, one by 40 and the other by 50 young families.
III. On the basis of the regulation of the Committee of Former Ministers that was granted the highest approval on June 2, 1831, which followed on the proposal of the Mr. Director of the Ministry of Internal Affairs, when 124 families of land-poor colonists were resettled from the Chernigov Governorate to the Ekaterynoslavskaia Province, they were granted a 5-year exemption from taxes and duties.

[bookmark: _Hlk112601143]Laws
Code of Laws, volume XII, for improvement in state-owned villages, Article 420 decreed:
The following benefits are provided to migrants:
I. A three-year exemption from the payment of all taxes and monetary zemstvo duties, except for private ones related to the lands allotted to them for possession, and from recruitment, even if they remained in their old residence and did not take it upon themselves; as well as from the contribution to the reserve stores of grain.
II. Exemption for 6 years from military posting.
III. Write-off of any debt for previous years on state taxes, if it is reliably proved that this debt really lies with the settlers.

Opinion
Director of the First Department of State Property, taking into account the lack of land suffered by the Chernigov Mennonites, which, even at their initial settlement they had only 17 desyatin per family, and now they have only 11 desyatin instead of the allotted 65 desyatin per family, as well as the striped possession of their land, consisting of 48 small scattered plots, finds their request for permission to move to the Taurida Province, to a free plot near the local Mennonite colonies, deserving satisfaction, especially since the transfer of two remote Mennonite colonies to the main place of settlement of their brethren would have already been necessary for the very convenience in managing these colonists, who have special highest gifts of rights and advantages to them.
As to granting them the benefits during resettlement requested by the Trust Committee, although no benefits were given to these same Mennonites when they were resettled in the Chernigov Province from one place to another, but taking into account that the place of settlement now allocated to them is not in the same, but in another province, and not in the neighboring, but a distant one, and the fact that for the resettlement to a remote place both more time and expenses are required - the director of the First Department cannot but consider it necessary to exempt them from taxes, if not for 5 years, as the colonists who moved 10 years earlier from Chernigov Province to Ekaterynoslavskaia Province were exempt, then at least for three years, following the example of the benefits provided for resettlement to state peasants.
As a result of these considerations, the Director proposes to allow the Mennonites settled in the Krolevetsky district (uyezd) of the Chernigov Province, due to the lack of land they suffer and the inconvenience to use the plots allotted to them in striped ownership, to move to the Taurida Province of Melitopol district, to the free lands of the colonial department near the Tashchenak River under №15 and 16, previously indicated to them by the Trust Committee of foreign settlers and found to be profitable for their settlement. To provide these Mennonites, in accordance with their desire and the recommendation of the Trust Committee of foreign settlers of the Southern Russia, to carry out resettlement in two approaches, so that the most wealthy families would initially resettle, endowing them with the prescribed proportion of land, and after a few years the rest of the families, when they acquire the necessary means to do so. Both groups of families, upon their arrival at the designated place of settlement, are to be exempted from paying taxes for 3 years. With the resettlement of the last families, the Ministry of State Property will be obliged to make, at its discretion, an order for the land now owned by these Mennonites. The Director of the First Department proposes to convey this to the Committee of Ministers.
Director…
Department Director…
